
Advanced Conversational Head Copy (ragchewing) 

 

Here's the copy for the addition to the course outline for the Advanced Course to add in 
Advanced Conversational Head Copy.   

 

CW Homework Assignment: Advanced Conversational Head Copy 

Goal: 
To significantly increase your CW head copy speed and ease by using multiple decoding 
strategies—at the same time. 

 

How to Do the Homework 

1. Listen to the assigned file (e.g., SS301-20) straight through 
• No pausing, rewinding, or stopping. Just let it play from beginning to end. 
• The goal is to simulate a real-time QSO without breaks. 

2. Try to read the words as they unfold 
• Focus on recognizing whole words or phrases—not individual letters. 
• Let the characters flow together naturally, as if you were reading aloud in your 
mind. 

3. Don’t spell letter-by-letter unless you must 
• Avoid inserting mental spaces between letters. 
• Instead, let the sounds blend into recognizable words. This builds true 
conversational speed. 

4. Use all five methods of head copy together: 

o Unconscious Copying 
Relax. Allow your subconscious to deliver whole words or phrases into your 
awareness. Trust this process—it gets easier with practice. 

o Word Recognition / Word Lists 
You already know hundreds of words, prefixes, and suffixes. Let that 
knowledge help you decode faster by instantly recognizing familiar patterns. 



o Reading Words Aloud in Your Mind / Phonics 
Sound out what you're hearing just like reading aloud. This trains your brain to 
interpret full words and phrases rather than isolated characters. 

o Guessing 
Take smart guesses. If you're right, you gain speed and momentum. If you’re 
wrong, quickly clear your mental buffer and stay focused on the next 
incoming data. 

o Spelling (Fallback Option) 
If none of the above work, fall back on spelling. It’s slower, but sometimes 
spelling enough of a word lets you recognize or guess the rest. 

 

Why Use Multiple Methods? 

While it may seem overwhelming, combining these techniques leads to a breakthrough in 
speed and understanding. Spelling maxes out for most ops around 24 WPM. But using 
subconscious copying, word recognition, reading rather than spelling words and guessing 
lets you move beyond that plateau—and with less effort. 

Whenever your brain delivers full words or phrases instead of individual letters, you're 
saving time and energy. That’s the key to higher-speed, enjoyable ragchewing. 

 

Bonus Practice 

Replay the same file at different speeds to stretch your ability and train your brain for 
flexibility. Push the limits but keep it fun. 

 

Final Thought 

Progress happens when you experiment and discover what works best for you. The more 
decoding tools you use, the more often you’ll “win”—and when you win, you win big. 

Try it. You’ll like it. 

 


