
ϥt's been fairly qui-

et in the shack 

these past 2 or 3 

weeks. Perhaps 

it's climate change 

but in recent years 

summer has been 

arriving here in 

April with gor-

geously sunny 

days but clear 

frosty nights (which drives my wife nuts nurtur-

ing her precious seedlings). So ϥ've been spend-

ing more time on outside chores, cycling, or 

walking and scrambling in the Snowdonia hills.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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PresidentɅs Message 

CWops ɈCWTɉ Every Wednesday  
Start: 13Z, 19Z, 03Z (+1),1 hour each session 
Exchange:   name/number (members) 

       name/SPC (non-members) 
Avoid DX pileups! 

 
US Vanity Callsign web site: 
http://cwomc.org 
 
CWops Ɉneighborhoodɉ: Look for CWops on 
1.818, 3.528, 7.028, 10.118, 14.028, 18.078, 
21.028, 24.908, 28.028, 50.098 Ɉand upɉ 
 
CWops Oʛcers and Directors 
President: Stew Rolfe, GW0ETF 
Vice President: Peter Butler, W1UU 
Secretary: Jim Talens, N3JT 
Treasurer: Craig Thompson, K9CT 
Director: Theo Mastakas, SV2BBK 
Director: Raoul Coetzee, ZS1C  
Director: Matt Frey, CE2LR 
Director: Bert Banlier, F6HKA 
Director: Barry Simpson, VK2BJ 
Director: Riki Kline, K7NJ 
Director: Ken Tanuma, JN1THL  
WebGeek: Dan Romanchik KB6NU 
Newsletter Editor: Tim Gennett K9WX 

Johannes Kϥ6M gets great views and great activity 

during his SOTA activations.  See story page 13. 

The CW Operators Club Newsletter 

May 2021 Ɂ ϥssue 136 

First time SOTA Activations 
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ϥ always enjoy reading about the exploits of members working a few CWT contacts sitting on a 

rock in some national park using a couple of watts and a piece of wire; perhaps it's time ϥ got set 

up and activated some of our many SOTA summits with the sound of CW which is rarely if ever 

used for SOTA activity around here.  

The arrival of better weather has coincided with some relaxation of Covid restrictions in these 

parts which would allow single operator portable operating; this also opens up the prospect of a 

solo Region 1 Field Day entry in early June which could involve me parking our VW Camper in a 

nearby ɲeld and ɲlling up the genny! So hopefully with care, and remembering what complacency 

can lead to as ϥ watch the news from ϥndia while writing this, some sort of 'normality' may be re-

turning to this aspect of our hobby. 

DXpeditions have also been reappearing including Mats RM2D/SM6LRR (#1820) who was 8Q7MS 

(CW only) for a couple of weeks in late March/early April and gave a great demonstration of how 

to handle extended pile-ups. ϥ don't get too excited unless it's an 'All Time New One' but ϥ tried and 

failed a couple of times to break the considerable pile-ups just because it was a fellow CWops 

member but soon gave up when it became too unruly as these things frequently do. On the sec-

ond occasion a loud ϥK7 began calling incessantly on Mat's run frequency and the ensuing addi-

tional cacophony of 'Up Police' made it impossible to continue. ϥ checked the ϥK7 on qrz.com and 

saw a pathetic line in large red letters saying ɈSomeone is pirating my call and disrupting DXpedi-

tions ɀ sorry, but it's not me!!ɉ Such behaviour is shameful and ruins the fun for the vast majority 

as well as spoiling the experience for the DXpeditioner who will have invested much in time, eϜort 

and money to provide some fun for the rest of us. ϥ'm glad that none of our members would ever 

be involved in such reprehensible behaviour! 

On a more positive note Howard WB2UZE has done a ɲne job of cajoling the clubs that make up 

the recently formed ϥnternational CW Council to provide volunteers for our Giving Back program. 

We're beginning to see slots activated by more than one operator and the JA time zone is looking 

particularly good now. Multiple ops means we can operate on both 40m and 80m and cover for 

inevitable absences so the more the merrier. The ultimate intention is to give learners in every 

time zone the opportunity to have a QSO at around 7pm local time on every day of the week ɀ a 

noble aim indeed. Many who are involved in GB are forming the impression that the word is get-

ting around now and more CWA students and other learners are listening out for us. Certainly my 

own sessions seem to be changing from signiɲcant numbers of GW preɲx hunters to fewer and 

longer QSOs with mostly learners so it appears to be working as Rob K6RB originally planned it 

would. Some of us have been receiving positive follow-up responses via email and QSL cards 

which is both gratifying and motivating.  

The Giving Back program runs in parallel with the K1USN Slow Speed Contests for those learners 

and improvers who want to ease themselves into CW contesting in a gentler environment than 

that oϜered by our CWTs or other full on events. The EDT Sunday evening hour is well established 

now in North America; the newer Friday evening 2000 UTC slot is attracting more students and 

learners but still needs more support from experienced European members. The initial ɳush of 

enthusiasm has been tailing oϜ slightly so if you ɲnd you have some time to spare any Friday and 

are willing to spend a small chunk of it helping our future CW contesters, please consider jumping 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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From the Editor 

Approaching Normal? 

On April 8 ϥ did something ϥ had not done in 18 months.  The XYL and ϥ drove to the airport, 

parked our car, worked our way through security (ɈDrop your mask, pleaseɉ) and boarded a 

plane, a completely full ɳight from ϥndianapolis to Phoenix.  Followed by a repeat of the process 

but in reverse 10 days later.  To visit family we had 

not seen for that same 18 month period. 

Was it a return to normal?  Not in full but pretty 

darn close.  Everyone sat wearing masks for the 

entirety of the three hour plus ɳights.  As we land-

ed in Phoenix, the ɳight attendants asked every-

one to stay seated until the row of seats in front 

of them had gotten up to avoid crowding in the 

aisle and, by golly, people actually did as they 

were asked.  When we landed in ϥndianapolis on 

the return ɳight we listened for a similar an-

nouncement but it was never made; nevertheless, 

to our surprise, everyone remained in their seats 

as we had been asked to do ϥ Phoenix.  Holy cow!  

We were able to patronize lots of restaurants in 

Phoenix due to the al fresco-friendly climate, din-

ing out more in 10 days than we had in the previ-

ous 18 months.  We felt we could take all of these 

(Continued on next page) 

in now and then ɀ see www.k1usn.com/sst.html. All are welcome and like Giving Back it's a case 

of the more the merrier.. 

The ever popular CQ WPX CW contest takes place at the end of the month so let's hope those 

taking part are blessed with good propagation. Have a great month whatever you get up to... 

Stay safe everyone.... 

73, Stew GW0ETF, President 

(Continued from previous page) 

mailto:timk9wx@gmail.com?subject=Solid_Copy
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News and Notes 

Jerry  Weisskohl AC4BT 

We regret to report that K5WQG, Edward M. Reynolds (CWops #2127), became a SK on April 

9, 2021. 

Jim, N3JT: ϥ will be returning to Virginia May 2nd via Auto Train from Florida.  Just before leaving, 

the refrigerator ice maker stopped working, my bicycle displayed corroded spokes (only 18 

months old), and a Ʉlong pole sawɅ delivery was lost by the post oʛce.  Looks like some tasks for 

next November!  Otherwise, all is well! 

Bob, N6TV:   ϥ would like to express my appreciation to CWops for sponsoring the NCJ NAQP 

Team Winner Plaque (August 2018), which just arrived. 

Steve, WA8Y:   ϥ will be joining a DXpedition to Bimini, Bahamas July 14 to 21, 2021. Two CWops 

members will be operating CW (me Steve WA8Y and Juan AC6ZM). 

Ted, W3TB:    ϥn my Beginner level class for CW Academy, let me congratulate Richard Bohlman, 

KG5QLS, for getting ambitious during our 4th week together and making his ɲrst CW QSO ever!  A 

20 m CW contact with NY2PO. 

risks since, to use that new phrase from the global lexicon, we were Ɉfully vaccinated.ɉ   

On May 1 ϥ was able to operate in the annual ϥndiana QSO Party in my traditional status as a mo-

bile, making nearly 700 mostly CW QSOs in 11 counties, with thanks to XYL Kathleen for driving.  

ϥn 2020, the ϥNQP mobile category had been suspended as ϥndiana was under emergency travel 

restrictions. 

ϥt was great to see the family, and great to do some old things that felt new by virtue of their long 

absence from our lives. 

As president Stew GW0ETF pointed out in his column on page 2: Ɉwith care, and remembering 

what complacency can lead to as ϥ watch the news from ϥndia while writing this, some sort of 

'normality' may be returningɉ to our lives. 

Stay safe, there are signs of a new dawn on the horizon. 

73, Tim K9WX, Editor 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

mailto:jweisskohl@gmail.com?subject=CWops
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Chuck, WS1L:   After some waiting, ϥ ɲnally have my building permit for my new tower!  ϥt's on 

the way and with any luck will be up by the end of May.  The big Yagi is not expected until some-

time in June, so the Hexbeam will take its place for a few weeks.   

Doug, KR2Q:   Despite joining CW Ops in 2010, ϥ have been completely absent from the CWTs un-

til recently.  ϥ live in northern New Jersey but commute to work (hospital administrator) in New 

York City.  ϥ wake up at 2:45 a.m. local time.  Drive to the bus (30 miles away), just outside NYC 

and wait for the 5:10 a.m. bus.  ϥt is always jammed with construction workers (Hudson Yards 

project) so ϥ have to get there at 4:30 a.m. to guarantee a seat.  Then we arrive at Port Authority 

Bus Terminal in NYC and ϥ walk underground to the Times Square 42nd Street station, about a 

city block away, and wait for the subway (#7 train).  Then go two stops to Grand Central Terminal 

and walk the next couple blocks to work.  ϥ clock in at the oʛce M-F at 5:40 a.m.  When the work-

day is done, ϥ do the same in reverse, except the drive home from the bus depot in New Jersey 

takes much longer.  ϥ eat dinner and go to bed around 7 p.m., 8 p.m. local at the latest.  So ϥ miss 

all three CWT windows.   

But in early March 2020, you know...we all got sent out of the oʛce to work remotely from 

home.  And suddenly, ϥ could better control my day.  But ϥ didn't ɲgure that out until November 

2020 (it wasn't on my mind)!  One day, ϥ had the rig on while working on the work laptop and ϥ 

heard all of this sudden activity.  What was that?  Then it dawned on me...CWT!  Since Jan 2021, ϥ 

have not missed one CWT ses-

sion.  This is great fun!  ϥ even 

sent in all of my logs (since 2010) 

for CWops awards track-

ing.  More fun!  This is great 

stuϜ.  ϥ hope that ϥ never have to 

go back to "in the oʛce." 

My birthday is April 18, so ϥ did 

not get to do a F/T eϜort for 

CQMM.  But ϥ worked a good 

number of "new" guys for ACA 

and CMA.  Even some DXCC 

CWops.  And my kids created this 

great cake for me.  Because of 

COVϥD, we had not seen every-

body for 14 months.  But now we 

are all vaccinated and more than 

2 weeks out, so it was good. 

Flip, KT9X:   ϥ sold my FTDX3000 and a seldom used ϥC7300 and bought a new Yaesu FTDX101D 

with all the ɲlters to add to my station.   

ϥ've been getting to know it the last few weeks and really like many of the features. The scope is 

very cool, of course, but ϥ really love the receiver sensitivity and the VC Tune option is making CW 

a breeze!  ϥ also added a Begali Blade to my stable of Begali & Vibroplex keys.  



 

Solid Copy May 2021 Page 6         Back to Table of Contents 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

ϥ also recently sold my FT818 and bought an Elecraft KX3/PX3 for portable work.  Looking for-

ward to some CWTs on the road!  

John, N6HCN:   My new sta-

tion desk.  

My father Wayne, Kϥ6NEY came 

out of "tablesaw retirement" to 

build one with me over two 

weekends.  ϥt was a special time 

of talking and remembering car 

restorations and other projects 

past.  The result, built around 

the gear in my vintage station, 

tucks neatly into a spot in the 

family room near the ɲreplace 

and a big window. 

 

Dad gave me the used TS-520S 

in 1982 just in time for my ɲrst 

CW QSO, and there is a story 

behind each and every 

piece of gear and key.  Dim-

mable LED strip lighting in 

each compartment looks so 

good that my spouse Lisa is 

known to gravitate there 

with a book and a glass of 

wine when ϥ am QRT! 

Maybe a few of the club 

members will enjoy the 

ɳexible self-adhesive LED 

strip lights.  They are slick-- 

cut to length, hook up/stick 

on, and you're done.  The 

cheapo PWM dimmer unit ϥ 

bought suϜers RFϥ from the 

strips and hook up 

wires.  Blinks in time with 

my CW.  But ϥ'm sure a ferrite or two at the dimmer will solve the issue. 

John, K3GHH:   The front page of the May 7 Wall Street Journal print edition (subscription may be 

required) has a piece on DXpeditions, focusing on Bouvet ϥsland. ϥt's pretty good, even if the au-

thor refers to hams using modernized 19th-century technology. Technically, ϥ suppose he's right.  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/post-pandemic-travel-for-ham-radio-fans-as-far-away-as-possible-11620312400?reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
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Antoine, 3D2AG:   ϥ want to thank 

CWops very much indeed for the lovely 

"CW Forever" personalized plaque for 

my shack, which arrived safely  

today :-)) 

Much appreciated, indeed.  ϥt was a gift 

in recognition of my work on the re-

cent QSO Today Ham Expo. 

Halfway through the semester here 

teaching the CW Academy Basic Class, 

which is very interesting as we get to 

know how students face various diʛ-

culties with learning to head copy 

code. 

Frank, NF8M:   NF8M's Michigan QSO Party Mobile Adventure 

The Michigan QSO Party happens on the third Saturday of April each year. ϥt's held at the time 

when Michigan is just emerging from winter, the snow has melted (or mostly melted in the Upper 

Peninsula), and the leaves and blossoms are coming back on the trees. Each year ϥ think about 

how ϥ'm going to operate, and despite the desire to hit the road, it's usually been from the home 

QTH in Oakland County, one of the most active and where ϥ can maintain the best rates. 

Over the last few years, a group of us Michigan State University alumni have been mentoring the 

amateur radio club (W8SH) and encouraging contest operations, with the MϥQP being one of their 

favorites. The MSU club and our cross-state rival at the University of Michigan (W8UM) have a 

competition, and a trophy that is held by the winner each year. With the pandemic restricting ac-

cess to our club stations, we went with aggregate club scores in 2020 and 2021, which W8SH won 

in 2020 and looks to be winning in 2021 as well, based on logs received to date. 

The initial plan was to head to East Lansing, about an hour's drive away, and ɲgure out how to do 

some sort of a multi-op at W8SH. As it happens, the club president and another club member are 

engineering students with recently reopened access to the Engineering Building, so they were 

able to get into the club station, which had sat idle for over a year. (ϥ was actually the last one to 

operate W8SH in March 2020 before the shutdown, for the ARRL DX SSB contest.) 

A few alumni and the two students gathered in the parking lot in front of the Engineering Build-

ing on the morning of the contest to strategize and ɲgure out what to do. Since building access 

was oϜ limits unless one is a student or faculty member with reason to be there, we debated set-

ting up a second station in the parking lot, coordinating with the club station on bands and 

modes, but we ɲgured it would be too diʛcult to manage - plus we'd have the problem of inter-

station interference, being so close by. So we decided to just "do our own thing", since we were 

competing with the U of M club based on aggregate club scores anyway. The students headed to 

https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
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the club shack. Ed, W8EO, a retired professor, had his mobile rig and also lives in town so he op-

erated just from ϥngham County, as did other MSU retirees and alumni Al, W8RXY and Joe, W8JRK. 

Ed headed for a quiet area in the college farmlands south of the campus, and ϥ stayed in the 

parking lot, running CW on 20 meters. After an hour or so, ϥ took a short break, then drove out to 

a parking lot next to the MSU golf course to continue on 20 CW and a bit of SSB to try to pick up a 

few multipliers (MϥQP counts multipliers overall per mode). 

Meanwhile, back at W8SH, it took the guys a couple hours to get the rigs ɲred up, the antennas 

conɲgured, and tuner adjusted, and the shack computers and N1MM logging software updated 

to current versions. They got on the air, ɲnally, running phone on 20 meters and had good suc-

cess for an hour or two. Both students were preparing for ɲnal exams, so they had to cut their 

operating time short in order to hit the books. 

ϥ was doing well just parked in ϥngham County, but it was a beautiful, mostly sunny day and the 

allure of the road was calling. Wanting to activate some lesser-heard counties, ϥ noticed that Bar-

ry County doesn't get much activity and it's just under an hour's drive from East Lansing, through 

hilly terrain, farm ɲelds and forests.  Just inside the county line, there's a big dairy farm (with its 

accompanying "agricultural smell") and the MOO-Ville ice cream store on the corner. ϥ set up in 

the nearby Park & Ride lot and hung out there for an hour or so. Twenty meters was ɲzzling out 

by then and ϥ only made 6 Qs, but 40 was good and ϥ added 45. A brief rain shower followed by 

sunshine treated us to a brilliant rainbow (photo below). 
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ϥ packed up, went into MOO-Ville and got a scoop of Java Chip, and hit the road again. Just before 

sunset, ϥ found a place to park near Potterville and set up again, this time on 40 and 80, activating 

Eaton County. Forty meters was fading so 80 was the better option. Only 2 Qs on 40 but ϥ made 

41 on 80 in just under an hour. 

After picking up takeout from our favorite Mexican restaurant in East Lansing, ϥ headed home 

and ɲnished out the contest with a 37-minute run on 80 CW for another 47 Qs. ϥ wasn't equipped 

to operate and log while in motion, so ϥ gave up on-air time while driving. 

ϥn-state QSOs are the real treasure trove for stations in states where there are lots of counties; 

however, ϥ only worked sixteen out of Michigan's 83. Unfortunately, propagation just doesn't fa-

vor working the bulk of the state's ham population when you're in the middle of it.  

Eighty meters after dark is the way to go, but mobile antennas just don't cut it as well. Those who 

live in or venture to the corners of the state tend to do a bit better in terms of multipliers. Most 

of mine were outside Michigan - 38 states, four provinces, and a handful of DX. 

The mobile station consists of a Yaesu FT-891 with Hamstick antennas on a Diamond K-400 

mount. ϥ spent an hour or so this past 

week checking out the Hamsticks with an 

antenna analyzer and tweaking the whip 

length where needed. Hamsticks are pri-

marily aimed at SSB operators so they 

sometimes require some creative tuning 

in order to work down at CW frequencies, 

especially on 80 where they are very nar-

row-banded. ϥ have two Hamsticks for 75 

meters. One tunes up nicely around 3800 

kHz but won't go near the CW portion. 

The other seems like it has more turns 

(very nearly a "dummy load on a stick") 

but with the addition of a 10-inch capaci-

ty hat, it tuned up acceptably (2:1) at 

around 3540, just perfect for QSO party 

mobiling.  

The actual mobile installation in my Toyo-

ta Prius is a subject for another article. 

But ϥ was able to arrive at a reasonable 

solution for mounting a paddle within 

arm's reach. See photos at right and on 

next page.  The plastic paddles made by 

CW Morse and sold by GigaParts are in-

expensive and work decently - better 

than some of the other cheap keys. 

Though nobody would ever mistake one 



 

Solid Copy May 2021 Page 10         Back to Table of Contents 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

for a N3ZN or ϥ2RTF masterpiece, they are 

lightweight, oϜer adjustable throw and 

have good contact action. Four holes in 

the base allow for a variety of mounting 

opportunities. ϥ found in my junk box a 

small L-stock bracket, which ϥ drilled and 

mounted to the base of the paddle and to 

the LidoMounts plate that holds the two 

radio control heads and the speaker. The 

paddle is mounted upside-down, requir-

ing the keyer in the FT891 to be set for 

reverse paddle action. ϥ can send reason-

ably well with the CW Morse at speeds up 

to around 25 wpm, which was ɲne for the 

QSO party. 

Logging was done using N1MM running 

in Wine under Linux. All of my laptops 

run Linux and Freedos, and ϥ've used the 

NA logging program in DOS for many 

years but wanted the features of N1MM. 

Rig control worked without much diʛcul-

ty, but ϥ have been unable to get N1MM 

to see the Winkeyer. Linux reports seeing 

it and adds it as /dev/ttyUSB2 and ϥ can 

map it in Wine's dosdevices, but so far, ϥ've been unable to get it recognized by N1MM. More 

work to be done there. The laptop lacks a hardware serial port that could be used for RTS-line 

keying (my older laptop has a serial port that works great with NA). 

All CW from ϥngham was done by hand. ϥ also brought along my Bencher paddle and ϥdiomPress 

Super-CMOS4 keyer. ϥ tried lashing that up for keying but found the keyer to be unresponsive. ϥ 

took it apart and checked the three AAA batteries, ɲnding them somewhat ɳat (1.3 volts each). 

Not having any spare AAAs on me, ϥ ran into the Ace hardware store in Charlotte and picked 

some up. When ϥ got to the Barry location ϥ swapped in the fresh batteries and the keyer came to 

life with its OK signal. Some quick hot-button programming and ϥ no longer had to manually send 

CQ or TU NF8M, leaving only the exchange to be sent manually. But this meant ϥ needed to reach 

over to where the CMOS4 was sitting on the passenger seat, causing a bit of a delay after logging 

a QSO, a minor inconvenience. 

The FT891 performed well, as did the mobile operating position, except that the laptop was up 

against the steering wheel. ϥn previous solo operations ϥ would use the passenger seat as the op-

erating position, but decided to stay in the driver's seat because of the way the control heads 

were already positioned. And with the paddles mounted to the control head, sitting on the right 

would have meant keying with my left hand, which ϥ'm not too good at. 
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Giving Back Update 

Rob Brownstein K6RB 

CWops' Giving Back (GB) program is meant to provide on-air QSO experience and practice for an-

yone who wants it. ϥt was initially intended as a way for our CW Academy students to get some 

-air experience. We all know that when there is activity on the bands, these days, it's usually a 

DXpedition pileup or a contest. Today's CW aspirants have had little chance to work others who 

are skilled at CW, operate at moderate speed, and are committed to helping. That's the mission 

of Giving Back. 

Here are the results of last monthɅs GB eϜorts: 

Volunteer: Stations Worked  

AA5CF: KO4OϥP, N9FGC 

AF8A: OM5NZ, K9UCX 

AG4CC: K8VBL, KK5JD, K9ϥS, KB0PD 

DF7TV: DO6AN, G4YTK, HA7LD, ϥK5OJB, SP2DBN, YL3Jϥ, YU4ϥPL 

G0POT: G4CGU, EA1AT, ϥZ3HϥG, ϥV3CWϥ, SA6NAN, DJ1YFK, DL5GBE, ϥK8JZ, PA7PD, G4XRV 

G3WZD: 9A6RHJ, DL1KGT 

GM0EUL: ON4AEF, LA9QJA, SM4CUQ, GX1FCW 

GW2CWO: R9FDJ, LZ1DB, HB9TSU, DL3GJ, DK4AN, OZ9CQ, ϥ5ECW, SP5CKϥ, G0DOZ, GW4HDB, 

M0OM/P, G0STK, HB9AFZ, GW0KRL, PA0RWR, DM4JA, GM3ZLC, EA4DD, DL1TW, SA7EST, ϥK1NAP, 

UA3WBC, DL8NFA, EU1AEF, DL7VGU, DL3NAA, TA1UT, EA7CKC/P, SM6EPS 

ϥZ8NXG: ϥZ1PON, DK6JP, DK4LK, DH7NH, ϥK8RES, M5ABN, ϥU3HPY, ϥK7MϥY, ϥT9ASD, ϥZ8SFC, 

LA9BM, DF7ZC, F6HBR, HA8WM, ϥU8OYW, HA2RQ, F5SϥK, ϥ3MBG, EA3AKP, ϥK1MOP, ϥU2GDV, 

F6ϥFG, PA0RBA, SP9AVA, ϥ1GOE 

(Continued from previous page) 
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ϥ plan on tweaking the mobile operation over the summer, testing improvements in the 1900z 

CWTs, and may take to the road for the Ohio QSO Party in August. 

Bob, 2E0OBO: Please accept my apology for causing confusion, disruption and frustration during 

the 1900z April 28 CWT contest by starting the UK/Eϥ contest one hour early.  ϥ am suitably hum-

bled and embarrassed! 

Contest University: has announced its program agenda for May 20 and many CWops members 

are included as either presenters or moderators, including DK6SP, K1AR, K3LR, K5TR, KM3T, 

NN1C, UA9BA, W3LPL and W9KKN. 

mailto:k6rb58@gmail.com?subject=CWops
https://www.contestuniversity.com/course-outline/
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JH2HTQ: 7L4VHB, 7N2XZB, JR0KTF 

JJ1FXF: JA4ϥϥJ, BH3OQQ, JJ1LMD 

JS2AHG: Bϥ3PXG, VK4TT, WA6EWB, W5FOC 

K2MZ: AA5D, K5SGE, WA8OJR, KF8DA, KE8AQW, WB9TWJ, K1SAC, K8EHE, W4HXH, DF7TV, KE8RϥB, 

NK8ϥ, KE8QBQ, AD7Hϥ, KE8CYV, W1BQ, N9FGC, K5MP, W2LCQ, AE2TT, AC5XK, K3ZGT, VE2PϥD, 

K4MϥL, AD4TA, W2ϥTT, W2EQ, W8KO, W2YE, KD4OS, K1EBY, W1TER, Aϥ2T 

K6RB: XE1FKF, AE2TT, W7KB, KG5RXG, KW5KO, K7SS, WB0CJB, KB5ϥTL, N9SAB, KA8WNA, K9WWT, 

KA5SGE, K0HNL, AA5LH, WA8Y, VA7STQ, NY2PO, WB4YHJ, WB2KMR, K7TRT, K0AF, KG6HM, 

KB6VME, K3JN, Kϥ7MJR 

K7NJ: NX9Z, NF1A, WF4ϥ, PS7HD, WA9VDW, WA6APN, N3GTG, W0UFO, NA9E, KB9FNN, KW5KO, 

K5KB, W4HXH, PY2FER, AD7ϥ, ND4K, AA5ϥC, W2DLY/4, K5QBX/P, WA4MOH, AA7VW, W7QHX, 

WA4VϥP 

K8UDH: K4UX, KK5NA, W4VN, KB3SAR, W0HY, N6FGC, KF4TGE 

KE7VE: KA2BKG, W5CBP, WA6VWW, K1OV, WC7C, NE7RD, KB9FNN, W5WTH, W7KBW, N0CW, 

N9ZXL, N6FMF, N9FGC, WB2ZϥY, W7JAS, VA7OO, NM5S, K6EE, KK6AL, NJ8D, WA7NCL, WB7A, 

WS0T, Aϥ6QZ, K4QZB, KA1ZEQ, WA6R, WA7A, XE2ES, AA6ϥF, G0DWV, K2HZO, WT9Q 

KH6LC: NQ6B, F5MAϥ, W9BDN, PA3FQA, G4DJX 

KQ0E: KM4FO, K4OAQ, K1SAC, KX9DX, KD9CK, WB8BϥL 

M0CDL: G4PPG, M0BMN, G0TUN, G6GTA 

KW4WA: N2JJF, K3RWB, K3KYH, K4LJB, AC4BN, WA5KBH 

Mϥ0WWB: G4PPG, G0MKJ, MW0BGL, DL2TY, OM3TLG, R3TLF, EA7KHU, 9A5SSS, ϥU2GDV, DC8ED, 

LX2KD 

N4TMM: KB0HXL, K3JN, W8KM, K1SN 

N6HCN: N2GG, WN5Y, K7MOA, KE6ORO, WA6RWϥ, W2BY, AA7CU 

N6ϥET: W7KB, WZ6T, K5LG, Kϥ6BNL, W2GLN, N7PHϥ 

N8LR: AE4DT, WB9P, PY9MP, N0FGC 

SV2BBK: YU4TMB, OE6SGP, ϥK8RES, ϥ7CCF, ϥ2DMK, ϥK6DϥN, E73AK, SV2HXX, ϥT9FGY, ϥK5EKM, 

Z32LM, UD7R, ϥK5TTA, OK1LϥX 

W2LCQ: W2CW, VE3GON, AF4PD, KN4ZMA, KD8ZM, WA0BAG, K1KHU, K7MOA, Aϥ8Aϥ, K8MPH, 

N1CC, W0KOM, NX3V, KB1FGC, K2MZ 

W3ϥQ: WP4OH, W4SAA, KC1BMD, WB2FUV, CO3JK, K4LJB 

W5DT: KD2JAA, N4DT, K0VW, N4SNϥ, K3FEC, WB0PYF, AE1N, WA4YGN, K3MTR 

W6JϥM: N5FSN, AC7QC, W1SAV, K6PB, KJ7PXL, K7DKP, KB7CL, K7PKA, AB6A, WB5JMD 

W0ϥTT: KW4WA, AC3GV, WA4ϥAR, WB4ϥT, W0CKϥ, KD8VCB, NM5S 

WB2LQF: KN5CQB, AC8RG, WA2AKV, N2ANL, W3BKJ, KN4ϥXU, WB4ZBϥ, KF7XY 

WE5P: W3TE, KO4ϥOP, WB2KMR, K9KVS, W4GNT, Aϥ8V, K1ARR, WB1HGA 

 

The GB volunteers get on the air at approximately 7 PM local time and seek out CQers, or call CQ, 

and engage in routine QSOs including some conversational tidbits. Here is the current schedule: 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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Those interested in working these folks and practicing should look for them at around 7 PM in 

each time zone. They will usually send a "CWA" just before signing after a CQ.  

Giving Back Operating Schedule 7 PM Local 
40 meters 7.035-7.045 MHz and/or 80 meters 3.535-3.545 

  UTC+9 UTC+3 UTC+2 UTC+1 UTC/BST UTC-1 UTC-5 UTC-6 UTC-7 UTC-8 UTC-10 

Mon JH2HTQ   ON5CFT   GM0EUL   WA2AKV K8UDH NS6W N6HCN KH6LC 

              W2LCQ AG4CC KE7VE W6JϥM   

              WB2LQF         

Tues JH2HTQ   SV2BBK   GW2CWO   WE5P W0ϥTT K7NJ K6RB   

  JR1WYW       G0POT   W2TE   K0ES     

              KW4WA   KE7VE     

Wed JH2HTQ   ON5CFT   G0HKC DF7TV N4TMM K5XU KU7Y     

  JS2AHG       M0CDL   W4HXH K2MZ K2MZ     

                  KE7VE     

Thurs JH2HTQ   SV2BBK   G0POT   K1KHU KQ0E KE7VE     

              K4LRC         

Fri JH2HTQ   SV2BBK   GW2CWO   VE3FXX KG5U KE7VE K6RB   

  JR1WYW   ON5CFT   Mϥ0WWB             

Sat JJ1FXF     LA1ϥO     VE3FXX N8LR       

Sun JS2AHG     ϥZ8NXG G2CWO   W5DT     K6RB   

  JJ1FXF                     

The Joy and Adventure of 

First-Time SOTA Activations 

Johannes  Stosch, Kϥ6M 

As a newbie CWOps member, ϥ am delighted to share my 

recent experiences and passion for Summits on the Air 

(SOTA), especially the thrill of activating peaks for the ɲrst 

time. Since the outbreak of the pandemic in spring of 

2020, ϥ have been working from home like many in much 

of the country. ϥ suddenly had time to rebuild my recently 

acquired 1993 Chevy G20 into a campervan and do several 

SOTA summits in the nearby Los Angeles Forest. ϥ had al-

ways enjoyed camping and hiking but had not thought of 

combining those activities with my radio.  

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

mailto:%3cde.ki6m@gmail.com%3e
https://www.sota.org.uk/
https://www.sota.org.uk/
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(Continued from previous page) 

ϥ have been licensed since 2015. After upgrading to Extra a year later and exploring the various 

modes and bands, ϥ settled on CW as my exclusive mode and sold my Yaesu FT-991 and Elecraft 

KX3 for minimalist gear like the MTR-3B and SW-3B as backup.  

While continuing my hikes near LA late in 2020, ϥ discovered that much of the mountain access 

was restricted due to the recent ɲres. The other peaks were now more populated and required 

battling traʛc and hiking among more people requiring constant mask wearing. ϥ began missing 

my solitary hikes from earlier in the year where ϥ felt truly part of nature while meeting hardly 

anyone on the trail. ϥ started planning a trip to Nevada to combine van camping with SOTA. 

Pahrump, NV is a destination for much of the van and nomad community. Relatively isolated but 

with amenities such as fast LTE and a Walmart, it has become a Mecca for full-time adventurers. ϥ 

opted for free BLM land camping in my van and started to plan some concentrated activations- 

four days peaks in four days. ϥ discovered that there were many summits around Pahrump that 

had never been activated. ϥ started to do the research and realized that without any prior docu-

mented activations, ϥ was very much on my own. ϥ found that some hikers had climbed some of 

these mountains and blogged about it,  but didnɅt leave detailed route information. ϥ did the best 

ϥ could with printing maps, downloading oʜine google maps, programmed my HT with nearby 

repeaters for emergency situations and set GPS coordinates in my mapping software. ϥ looked at 

(Continued on next page) 

Ascent to Devil's Hole Benchmark 



 

Solid Copy May 2021 Page 15         Back to Table of Contents 
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(Continued on next page) 

images on Google Earth and felt 

reasonably prepared.  

The camping was the easy part, 

and Pahrump is a great place to 

visit. On my ɲrst day in mid-

January, ϥ found the weather to 

be perfect for climbing. ϥ had 

plenty of water and embarked 

on my ɲrst destination, W7N/NS-

226 ɈHigh Peakɉ, just south of 

the town. ϥ parked on a main 

road and walked toward the 

chosen peak. Since so many 

peaks were close together, it 

helped that ϥ ɳagged it on my 

Google Maps to walk towards it 
SW3B with paddle and log 

QSO map from Horse Benchmark 










































































