
Major changes have 

come about since the 

last issue of Solid 

Copy. The Cov-19 virus 

has produced the 

Coronavirus Pandemic. 

ϥt has impacted every 

aspect of our lives. 

Along with most of you 

we have been practicing social distancing and 

paying more attention to routine hygiene. ϥt 

seems odd that we are dealing with a force 

that we donɅt have under control. Seems that 

we have a means of dealing with CV-19 by fol-

lowing the published guidelines, but science 

has not yet conquered it. So, we remain cau-

tious and hope that none of our family and 
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KJ9CɅs 2019 ϥNQP eϜort ended up being a multi op 

with Murphy along for the ride.  Story page 10. 
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friends are struck by the virus. ϥf we have lost any members our condolences and sympathies are 

extended.  

There have been orders issued for all people in the US that have changed so many things. Among 

the results of the orders is a lot of isolation on location. CWops members now ɲnd more time to 

operate our radios and participate in any number of radio related activities. The weekly CWT ses-

sions reɳect more people being available and participating. The 3830scores.com postings take a 

lot longer to read and they are sprinkled with grumbles about not being able to ɲnd a run fre-

quency. ϥ suppose this too will pass but in the meanwhile records of all type are being set. ϥf Cycle 

25 was in eϜect the number of bands would dilute the congestion. ϥtɅs good to observe and hear 

about the good attitudes shown by operators. We do the CWTs for fun and not fame or fortune. 

Keep up the good work.  

Another observation related to the eϜects of CV-19: the audio-video conferencing modes are get-

ting used a lot. They are holding up well with the added load as more folks work from home. ϥ sus-

pect this could be used a lot more in the future. CWops CW Academy students and advisors have 

a head start on this as that is what we use for our ɈVirtual Classroom.ɉ The April-May Academy Se-

mester is just getting underway. Since ϥ advise two classes, Beginner and Basic, ϥ have ɲrsthand 

experience with students of all ages. The recent changes in the Academy of adding the Basic class 

seems to be very successful. The ɲve students who are assigned to advisors are a lot diϜerent 

than the Beginner students. The Basic students have already learned the sound of Morse Code. 

They are just a little short of being ready for the ϥntermediate Class. That is where our new Basic 

class meets the need of students gaining conɲdence and competence. All the Basic students at-

tend every class, show up on time and deɲnitely do the assigned session preparations. They are 

motivated! 

The creation of the Basic Class was the work of a lot of interested club members. Over time the 

group contributed thoughts and work to craft a training program. ϥf you are interested in learning 

more about it, you can read it in on our CWops.org/academy website. While there, look at all the 

Morse code related items in the Resources section. There are a lot of supplemental software pro-

grams and we can be proud of collecting such information and making it available for anyone who 

wants to improve their CW skills. 

Anyone who has a ham radio license and enjoys getting on the air for contests or rag chewing or 

using it in support of public services will be having a sense of satisfaction during these times. Tell-

ing young folks about that might stimulate their thinking and interest. A lot of students are doing 

their schoolwork using means like Skype and/or Zoom so think about setting up an audio-video 

link with them so they can observe the fun that you enjoy with ham radio communications. They 

might get interested in ham radio and you can ɈElmerɉ them while they are isolated in their 

homes.  A win-win! 

73 and CW Forever 

Mac NN4K, President 

 

 

(Continued from previous page) 



 

Solid Copy April 2020 Page 3         Back to Table of Contents 

From the Editor 

Odds and Ends 

My column this month is a collection of odds and ends that donɅt 

quite meet the requirements of full-length feature stories but mer-

it mention in our newsletter, nonetheless. 

World Amateur Radio Day 

April 18 marks the 95th ɈWorld Amateur Radio Dayɉ celebration.  

Although not a CWops event, ϥ think it is fair to say that we all feel 

a connection to each other through our ham radio and CW inter-

est, and during these challenging times, an event like this is a good 

way to exercise that connection with our brothers and sisters 

around the globe.  Check your national member society for spe-

ciɲc information on special event stations in your country.  Here 

are three web links ϥ was able to quickly ɲnd, but searches in languages other than English may 

produce diϜerent results. 

ARRL: http://www.arrl.org/news/world-amateur-radio-day-on-april-18-celebrates-95th-

anniversary-of-the-iaru  

ϥARU: https://www.iaru.org/on-the-air/world-

amateur-radio-day/ 

RAC: https://www.rac.ca/get-on-the-air-on-world-

amateur-radio-day-event/ 

A huge crop of new members 

Regular readers of Solid Copy often tell me they 

enjoy reading the new member biographies.  

Well, ϥ gotta tell ya, they are going to love this is-

sue.  Over 30 new member biographies!  ϥ think ϥ 

got tendonitis in my ɲngers from all the copying, 

pasting and editing.  Hopefully the extensive 

medical beneɲts ϥ get as a member of the Solid 

Copy editorial staϜ will help defray the treatment 

expenses. 

ϥn the April QST 

Two CWops members were notably mentioned 

in the April issue of QST.  Adrian KO8SCA au-

thored a story about the December 2019 activa-

tion of Bhutan as part of the A50BOC team, 

(Continued on next page) 
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which also included 

CWops member Champ 

E21EϥC.  As part of the acti-

vation they operated with 

Prince Dasho Jigyel Ugyen 

Wangchuck, A5B.  Ward 

N0AX also won the QST 

Cover Plaque Award for his 

January 2020 QST article 

ɈUntangling the Decibel 

Dilemma.ɉ   

As a resident of the US and 

a member of the ARRL, ϥ 

regularly read QST; surely 

we have members outside 

of the US who are men-

tioned in the magazines 

and journals of their na-

tional member organiza-

tions.  ϥf you see one of these, please for-

ward the info to me or to Jerry AC4BT who 

authors the Solid Copy ɈNews and Notesɉ 

column so that these members can be rec-

ognized.   

QST images reprinted with permission, 

April 2020 QST, copyright ARRL.  

Two members recognized for 

Ɉexceptional dedicationɉ 

CWops enjoyed an excellent 10th Anniver-

sary Celebration during the month of Janu-

ary.  While many members played a part in 

organizing the party, Bud AA3B and Bill 

W0TG provided signiɲcant leadership and 

were recently recognized by CWops for 

their contributions with appreciation 

plaques.   

AA3B notes, Ɉϥ received the plaque today 

and it is gorgeous.  Many, many thanks.  ϥ 

considered hanging it in our kitchen, but 

decided instead to display it proudly in my 

shack!  

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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And W0TG notes, Ɉϥ moved some 

things around and my plaque is 

hanging in the dominant position on 

a wall in my shack. Someday when 

we get over this Covid thing ϥ will be 

able to proudly show it to visitors, 

but ϥɅve already received several 

Wow! comments from friends that ϥ 

emailed photos to. 

Ɉϥ am so proud to be a member of 

CWops and am happy that ϥ can give 

back a little to something that gives 

me so much pleasure and friendship. 

ϥ hope ϥɅm around to help with the 

20th.ɉ 

Congratulations, gentlemen, job well 

done!   

About my tree 

ϥ frequently receive emails that com-

pliment Solid Copy in one way or another.  My column in the March issue set a record for the 

number of emails received.  Thanks to everyone for the very positive feedback.  One tangible 

beneɲt of the column is that Jack W1WEF has submitted a short article, to appear in a future is-

sue of Solid Copy, about some of his experiences getting ropes into trees.  He has also submitted 

a couple of additional stories based on some of his recent experiences which will also appear in 

future issues. 

And, ɲnally, my good friend Anthony AB9YC was suʛciently inspired to send me his own poem 

which ϥ gladly reprint here.  WeɅve now had poetry in back-to-back issues of Solid Copy.  ϥs this a 

trend? 

ϥ enjoyed your verse regarding a tree, 

Please take comfort from one such as me. 

Trees give us joy in more ways than one, 

From shade, to fruit, to hours of fun. 

We lament the passing of our silent friend, 

With fond memories right to the end. 

Cherish the memories still in your mind, 
And for a replacement, seek and ɲnd. 

73, 

Tim K9WX Editor 

(Continued from previous page) 
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(Continued on next page) 

News and Notes 

Jerry  Weisskohl AC4BT 

Lar, K7SV:    After recently completing the relocation of my 80M dipole, ϥ thought discussion of 

several techniques ϥ have used in managing wires in trees may be helpful to some of you. My ɲrst 

recommendation is that if you are in Yankee territory, now is probably the time to get lines over 

trees for wire support. Once the leaves are in place, friction from the ɲshing line lying across the 

leaves makes it more diʛcult for the weight to pull the line to ground level.  

The 80M dipole project was completed yesterday 3/27/2020. The dipole has been in place for at 

least 20 years and a tall tree has begun to grow under it to the point of the wire lying across the 

crown. One end was supported by a 90-foot tulip poplar located about ten feet from the shack. 

The crotch through which that line passed has grown around the line making it impossible to 

lower it. The other end was supported by another tree roughly 80 feet in height in the front yard. 

While ϥ couldn't pull the whole thing down, ϥ could bring the center low enough to replace the co-

axial feed line.  

With an additional 10 ft of usable tulip poplar and ɲnding another tree in the front yard to sup-

port it without passing over the tree below the center, ϥ had to ɲgure out how to drop the tulip 

poplar end. My thought was if ϥ could get a line over the 7 feet of ¼ inch white nylon extending 

from the tree to the insulator, ϥ might be able to pull something abrasive across it. On good ole 

Amazon ϥ found this thing called a Ɉsurvival pocket wire sawɉ. ϥ was concerned that it might catch 

the line rather than cut it, but the price was right so ϥ ordered a pair. ϥ tied a piece of line similar 

to that in the tree between two trees close together to test it. As they say, it was like cutting but-

ter.  

When ϥ was ready ϥ got the compressed air gun (built and provided to me by Mike K4GMH) out 

and scoped where ϥ needed to put the Ɉbulletɉ. At the 70-foot level ϥ had a window about two feet 

wide and a foot high. ϥ needed to get the bullet over the line but there was a large branch about 

six inches above it. There was another branch about a foot below it. Keeping in mind that ϥ didn't 

want the line to go over another tree about 70 feet away, ϥ ɲlled the gun to 50lbs, got it lined up 

where ϥ though it needed to go and let Ʉer rip. Couldn't have gone better. ϥ attached a huge spool 

of braided sash cord to the end of the ɲshing line and pulled it up and over the dipole support 

line. ϥ then tied one end of the Ɉsurvival pocket wire saw to the sash cord and the other end to a 

piece of ¼ inch nylon line.  

Next ϥ pulled the wire saw up and over the dipole support line. Two tugs back and forth on the 

sash cord and nylon line, and the dipole came falling to the ground. Next ϥ needed to pull the di-

pole out of the oϜending tree at what was the center. After releasing the front yard support line, 

it was fairly easy to pull the dipole, feed line and support clear. Two shots with the spud gun and ϥ 

had the front yard support line in the tree ϥ was counting on. The dipole is back up at about 70 

feet and well clear of the tree it used to rest in.  

On a related topic, ϥ've seen many comments about various methods to put lines in trees to sup-

port antennas. When we completed building the house about 25 years ago, ϥ used a re-curve bow 

and arrow. After that broke, ϥ used a sling shot and open face rod and reel for many years. They 

mailto:jweisskohl@gmail.com?subject=CWops
https://www.amazon.com/NOVSIX-Survival-Stainless-Outdoor-Emergency/dp/B0793R163R/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=novsix&qid=1586551063&s=sporting-goods&sr=1-2
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(Continued from previous page) 

both worked well, but ϥ can't stress the accuracy of the compressed air gun enough. Between ac-

curacy in directing 

it and having 

learned how much 

pressure to use 

for a given situa-

tion, the time re-

quired to get a line 

in the right place 

in a tree has been 

greatly reduced.  

On a third topic, as 

many of you have, 

ϥ had problems 

with tree limbs 

beginning to inter-

fere with the rota-

tion of beams. ϥ 

found a device 

known as a 

Ɉpocket chain sawɉ 

or Ɉlimb rope sawɉ 

on the ϥnternet. ϥt 

looks a bit like a 

chain saw blade. 

At 30 inches in 

length, one side 

looks like a serrat-

ed saw blade, and 

the other side is ɳat. ϥt will fold in one direction but not the other, which allows only the serrated 

edge to go around a limb once it's been pulled into place by two lines, similar to how ϥ used the 

pocket wire saw. ϥt takes a bit of work pulling on the alternate lines to cut a limb, but it works and 

is certainly less expensive than an arborist. ϥ found that having two people involve, each some 

distance on either side of the limb, the lessor angle makes cutting much easier. ϥt's possible to 

get them stuck, and ϥ think ϥ may have two in the treetops somewhere in the yard. 

ϥ have included a photo of the limb rope saw, the pocket wire saw and the Ɉbulletɉ used with the 

compressed air gun. The bullet is made of one-inch PVC pipe with caps that are an inch and a 

quarter. ϥ ɲll the bullets with pea rock for additional weight.  

Walt, KC8J:   ϥ answered a qth.com ad from Charles Weinberg, N9BSV who wanted to buy a Yaesu 

FT-891.  Charles got his Technician license in the late 70Ʌs and like many of us, drifted away from 

ham radio for a while.  He wanted to get his General license and get on the HF bands.  After talk-

ing with Charles for a while, ϥ felt he would be happier with an ϥCOM ϥC-7300 in the long 

run.  Charles was able to ɲnd a used 7300 for sale near him in Wisconsin for a good price and 

(Continued on next page) 

https://www.amazon.com/Supreme-Glow-PS1102-BRK-Pocket-Chainsaw/dp/B000LNQA50/ref=sr_1_13?dchild=1&keywords=Pocket+Chainsaw&qid=1586551231&sr=8-13
https://www.amazon.com/Supreme-Glow-PS1102-BRK-Pocket-Chainsaw/dp/B000LNQA50/ref=sr_1_13?dchild=1&keywords=Pocket+Chainsaw&qid=1586551231&sr=8-13
https://www.amazon.com/Supreme-Glow-PS1102-BRK-Pocket-Chainsaw/dp/B000LNQA50/ref=sr_1_13?dchild=1&keywords=Pocket+Chainsaw&qid=1586551231&sr=8-13
http://qth.com/
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bought it.  ϥ lent Charles my UltiMax 100 antenna so that he could get an antenna up quickly and 

start listening to the HF bands if nothing else.  ϥ also advised Charles to subscribe to HamTe-

tOnline to study for his General License and ϥ oϜered to help him regain his skill with Morse 

Code. 

After thinking about it a little bit, ϥ remembered that Charles got his Technician License in the late 

70s and had always renewed it on time.  Back then, the written Technician test was the same as 

the written General test.  ϥ am looking into it, but ϥ think Charles could be grandfathered in as a 

General class amateur radio operator since the 13 word per minute code test was dropped as a 

requirement and he had passed the General class written test in the 70s. 

Charles is still studying with HamTestOnline to bring his knowledge up to date.  ϥ hope to start 

working with him on his Morse Code very soon. 

Chuck, WS1L:   Well, we made it to western Mass. before everything shut down, although bare-

ly.  We closed on our new home the day before the courts closed to regular business, and the pa-

pers got ɲled just 

under the 

wire.  We went out 

to dinner to cele-

brate, and the 

next day dine-in 

service was 

banned.  Glad we 

got that one in! 

We are back in 

Mississippi pack-

ing up as we pre-

pare to move at 

the beginning of 

June.  Hopefully 

the state of aϜairs 

will not be an im-

pediment to these plans.  ϥ a keeping one rig on the air and keeping up my regular rag chewing 

ways but slowly the antennas are coming down.  

HereɅs a photo of the new neighborhood, taken a short drive away.  For anyone who knows the 

area itɅs the hairpin turn on the Mohawk Trail.  Our new home is about 5 minutes drive away.  

Gary N5PHT: CWT day!! Hit a nice spot for me! ϥ made my 50,000 th CWT contact!! Hank, W6SX 

put me at 50,000. Thanks Hank. Took me 729 CWT sessions but we got it done. (As posted to the 

CWops reɳector) 

(Continued from previous page) 
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Giving Back Update 

Rob Brownstein K6RB 

CWops' Giving Back (GB) program is meant to provide on-air QSO experience and practice for any-

one who wants it. ϥt was initially intended as a way for our CW Academy students to get some on-

air experience. We all know that when there is activity on the bands, these days, it's usually a 

DXpedition pileup or a contest. Today's CW aspirants have had little chance to work others who 

are skilled at CW, operate at moderate speed, and are committed to helping. That's the mission of 

Giving Back. 

The GB volunteers get on the air at approximately 7 PM local time and seek out CQers, or call CQ, 

and engage in routine QSOs including some conversational tidbits.  

Here is the current GB schedule: 

Those interested in working these folks and practicing should look for them at around 7 PM in 

each time zone. They will usually send a "CWA" just before signing after a CQ. This identiɲes them 

as GB volunteers and lets others know these people are there to help.  

Here are the results of MarchɅs GB eϜorts: 

Stations Worked 

GM0EUL: F6HPY, OH3GZ, LZ1RDD, EA1ANB, HB9DXA, ϥU2ϥJW 

GW0ETF: RV9CJB, OZ4UN, YO2CEQ, DL3BBR, EA8Vϥ, DF5NC, OK1ZCF, GW4DUC, S53ML, RK3ϥR, 

F4HPZ, ϥN3GLU, Dl1BXZ, US3EZ, Z35U, R8DW, SM3CNH, UX3MF, VK3Qϥ, RX3QNE, 9A2EU, LZ1QJ, 

EW8OC, SM6LRX, DJ0AO, ϥK2UWA, EA7BYN, ϥ2CZQ, HB9BQQ, 7X3WPL, VK3Qϥ, RA6AGR, RD1T, 

UA1WDJ, DL5ALϥ, R2ZDP, SP5ARP, HB9FAB, ϥK3UMZ, LA3CB, RA1ALS, G7KSE, RX7KA, UR3VZ, 

SQ4GXF, SV2BBK, CT1EXU, OM8VL, EA8DϥG, 9A4NA 

(Continued on next page) 

Giving Back Operating Schedule 
7 PM Local Time 40 m 

  UTC+3 UTC+2 UTC+1 UTC EDT CDT MDT PDT UTC-10 

Mon       GM0EUL AF8A K8UDH NS6W N6HCN KH6LC 

Tues   SV2BBK   GW0ETF WE5P   K7NJ K6RB   

               KK6M   

                    

Wed       G0HKC N4TMM K5XU KU7Y K6DGW   

Thurs   SV2BBK       AC6ZM NS6W WU6X AH6KO 

Fri   SV2BBK     VE3FXX AC6ZM KU7Y K6RB   

          W2LCQ         

Sat         VE3FXX AC6ZM       

Sun           N9EP   K6RB   

mailto:k6rb58@gmail.com?subject=CWops
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K6RB: W0ϥTT, WA6GJW/7, N6WT, W2PϥX, W7VQ, N2DXC, N5XE, Kϥ6M, K5KV, K5LN, WA6MOW, 

N2FQ/6, AC2K, K7DCG, KG7A, WB6PUN, N6HCN, N5OLA, KA5LYL, WC7Q, KF7E, WA7KVϥ, N5ϥR 

K7NJ: WB6RRJ, N6TVN, W2PϥX, K8UDH, W8FJ, AJ4YA, KB8GYU, VE3WH 

K8UDH: K4END, KJ4ZU, KG5ϥEE, K5CSK, K2TPZ, K7NJ, K0WVL, KC9Yϥ, KN2CZZ 

N6HCN: K6RB  

N9EP: KA4FDM, K3UT, C6ANM, KJ1L, N1QLL, Kϥ7NRϥ, K3WWP, N5XE, W5MSV, NC1A, KG5UWJ, 

N1HOG, W3PAR, KA9FCZ, KB4U, W7KFϥ, NR8Z, WB4DKF 

SV2BBK: F4ϥGG, DJ0GX, ϥZ0FBJ, F6EJU, OE3VϥA, 9A2KD, ϥK0VGD, DF1PY, S51YF, DL7SX, ϥ1GOE, 

ϥK2RZD 

VE3FXX: KA1NSV/4, W4SAA, K0QJK, N8GCY, WA0QZK, K3TF, K9UCX, N2BZD, AE4DT, N0XM, 

KB4MNG, WB0ϥRU 

W2LCQ: K4OY, K4FX, 

WE5P: WP4J, N7GBH, ϥK2WAD, KB1DDS, AA2ϥD, N0VY, 9A5O, ϥ5NSR, ϥK1APW, DK4RB  

WB5BKL: W4JF, W7KB, K4JPM, W5CW, NN4K, W5TM, K5CM, W0BHK/1  

KJ9C Chauffeurs the Entire Murphy Clan in the ϥNQP 

Mel Crichton KJ9C 

Every year itɅs my job to be sure all 92 counties are covered for the annual ϥndiana QSO party in 

May. And every year as the QP approaches, a certain amount of uneasiness falls on me, as ϥ real-

ize itɅs going to be me driving like a fool to cover the counties that are not claimed by somebody 

else. Tim K9WX does a great job of keeping the online coverage map up to date, and on the Fri-

day before ϥNQP the map showed a lot of open space to the south and west, as well as spaces to 

the east. As usual, AJ9C (note the call, as ϥ am NOT Mike!) stepped in to cover many of the open 

counties closer to  his home, operating as K9ϥZ to 

avoid confusion, but ϥ still had a good dozen or so 

counties to cover in the more hilly part of the 

state. A few hours with my mapping software, a 

few more hours setting up the mobile and testing, 

and ϥ thought ϥ was ready to go. No driver this 

year, just me, but there was plenty of time in the 

schedule to park and run. 

As usual in May in ϥndiana, the weather the week 

before ϥNQP had been less than ideal, with lots of 

rain. ϥ would later realize just how much rain there 

(Continued from previous page) 

EditorɅs Note: 

The 2020 ϥndiana QSO Party will be 

held Saturday May 2 and will run con-

currently with the 7QP, the NEQP and 

the DEQP.  Murphy has not yet an-

nounced speciɲc plans, but that's al-

ways part of his strategy. 

mailto:kj9c@att.net?subject=CWops


 

Solid Copy April 2020 Page 11         Back to Table of Contents 

had been. 

We had no confirma-

tion of coverage for 

Sullivan County, about 

90 miles away from my 

ϥndianapolis shack, so ϥ 

started on the Greene/

Sullivan line, but with 

local noise and poor 

propagation.  ϥ drove 

south on the gravel 

county line road, look-

ing for better recep-

tion. Further down the 

county line the road 

turned to mud, and 

after about a hundred 

yards my new Toyota 

Highlander was axle 

deep. ϥn the past ϥ mo-

biled in a full 4WD 

Toyota 4Runner, and never thought twice about getting stuck. So, ϥ thought the HighlanderɅs All 

Wheel Drive was up to itɎ. But it wasnɅt.  OK, no problem, just call AAA.  But there was no reliable 

cell service in sparsely populated rural western ϥndiana. ϥ almost got through five times, standing 

on the car in the rain to be a bit higher, and when ϥ did get through the wrecker went to Muncie 

ϥndiana, a hundred miles away!!! ϥ kept working stations from the mud pit, found Jay W9TC who 

was operating in the ϥNQP from his portable location up north, and he called AAA for me. After 4 

hours in the mud the wrecker arrived, as AAA dispatched it from Bloomington, an hour away. ϥn 

all that time not one other car came down that road!!  After another hour of wrestling with the 

tow chains and crawling under the car, and a $400 towing fee, ϥ was happy to be out of the mud. 

The tow truck driver was covered with gooey clay mud, ϥ was covered with gooey clay mud, the 

car was covered inside and outside, and the same mud was packed into the wheels and wheel 

wells.  

The All-Wheel Drive went out while trying to rock the car out, meaning  the car was locked in 

front wheel drive all day. A computer reset was all it needed.  But that option did not occur to me 

as ϥ had to push on, never dreaming ϥ would have to make up over 4 hours of lost time. But my 

schedule was still do-able. 

With all that mud in the wheels, our top speed was 45 MPH with lots of vibration. The rig and 

computers were bouncing even though ϥ had taped them down to the operating bench in the 

passenger seat. Therefore, ϥ could not log while moving, even though ϥ was driving on empty 

roads, as ϥ kept hitting the wrong PC keys. So, ϥ headed east for the next unclaimed county (Scott) 

80 miles away, looking for car washes. The first car wash took only cash, so ϥ bought a $3 bag of 

chips at a convenience store and used the dollar bills in the change machine. Six minutes of 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 














































