
With the April weather 

behind us and anten-

nas being repaired we 

can continue to oper-

ate CW in better 

weather. Georgia and 

other parts of the US 

and the world are still 

dealing with ɳoods, 

more thunderstorms and in worst cases torna-

does are threating. When we reach May many 

of those conditions will only remain memories.  

The CWops CWTs continue and it seems like 

with more participants jumping in. ϥ like seeing 

3830scores.com comments from CWA students 

in Level ϥϥ and ϥϥϥ making contacts and gaining 

more experience. Every time ϥ think conditions 

were rough, ϥ look up the scores in the 10 ten 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mike VE9AA describes his 160m mobile setup.  See 

story page 10. 
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HP section. ϥf conditions are so rough, then how can these operators be making 100 to 200+ con-

tacts an hour? They hear the same QRN, QRM and QSB that most of us do so the answer, to me, 

boils down to skill development. They run more and, in some cases, run with two radios. Maybe 

some run with one radio and use the other one on a diϜerent band in the search and pounce 

mode. Some have the skill to do dueling CQɅs where timing is critical. ϥ keep pushing myself to 

build up my CW skills and since ϥ started a few years ago ϥɅm aware that ϥɅm gaining on my objec-

tive.  

This being about the 10th session time in the CWA Academy Semester means that a lot of Level ϥ 

students are breaking through from not knowing any CW to being at the rudimentary level of 

communicating with sounds. Hearing words and creating words with CW opens a new vista of op-

eration. True, from Level ϥ to contester status takes more time and skill than they have now but 

being aware that they can one day perform gives them motivation. When we do our CWTs on the 

second Wednesday in June youɅll hear calls with CWA as a note that means they are either stu-

dents or CWA Advisors. Some Level ϥ student graduates have even tried making contacts but more 

likely will be Level ϥϥ and ϥϥϥ students. Most of them will operate in S/P mode so doing QRS will be 

helpful to giving them experience. ϥtɅs from the Academy that we hope to grow our ranks of mem-

bers in the future and to keep the CW portions of the bands alive and active. The CWA folks partic-

ipating on that Wednesday are expecting a helpful hand from the old timers so they can improve 

their skill and grow.  

The annual CWops Dayton Dinner at the Spa-

ghetti Warehouse in downtown Dayton is only a 

few days away. ϥtɅs always a fun time to socialize 

with those we only know by call sign. We have 

some nice donated prizes to give away, but you 

have to be present to win. ϥncluded is a ZN-9 CW 

Paddle by N3ZN Keys. Radiodan has provided the 

club two prizes. They are small sized CW keyers 

with excellent speciɲcations. Thirdly we have a 

new item furnished by Gifts4Hams. There are 

three sets of these items. They are customized 

paddle ɲnger pieces with the CWops logo and 

your call sign and member number. Please stop 

and visit these contributors/members boothɅs 

while at the Hamvention.  

Sadly, Joe Staples W5ASP has become a Silent Key and weɅll miss his presence on the air and also 

his monthly ɈOperating Eventsɉ report he provided for years to our newsletter. He was a good CW 

operator and always had a kind remark when he made a CWT contact with you.  

ϥ lot of work has gone into preparing for our CWops Dinner and program. We will be presenting 

our Annual Award for the Art of Advancing CW to worthy recipients. More information will be pro-

vided in the June newsletter about the winners.  CW Forever! 

тоΣ 

Mac NN4K, President 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

https://www.n3znkeys.com/
https://www.radiodan.com/
https://www.gifts4hams.com/


 

Solid Copy May 2019 Page 3         Back to Table of Contents 

From the Editor 

Because You Never Know 

ϥ dedicated a paragraph in my April 

column to Joe W5ASP, who had decid-

ed to hang up his pen as the author of 

the ɈOperating Eventsɉ column, making 

his April column his last.  He had been 

writing the column for ɲve years, in-

vesting a part of his busy schedule for 

60 consecutive months towards help-

ing us all to be more active.  That issue 

of Solid Copy was posted to the CWops 

web site on April 24. 

The next day, April 25, came word that 

Joe had become a Silent Key. 

Joe was an active contester so ϥ worked 

him a bunch.  ϥ got to know him or know of him early on in my ham radio career through his 

many articles in the National Contest Journal.  And ϥ came to have the pleasure of corresponding 

with him several times a month during the past couple of years through my work editing Solid 

Copy.  Sadly, ϥ donɅt believe ϥ ever met him in person. 

So, here is one more thank you and farewell to Joe, although this one has a whole diϜerent level 

of meaning than the previous one.  As always, when we hear about an SK, we regret their pass-

ing, the loss to their family, friends and community and the lost opportunity to, perhaps, have 

gotten to know them better.  And as we feel our own humanity with just a bit more intensity, we 

resolve, for at least for a few days, to live each day as if it could be our last.  Because you never 

know. 

73, 

Tim K9WX, Editor 

News and Notes 

Jerry  Weisskohl AC4BT 

Sadly, we report that Joe, W5ASP went SK on April 23, and that Bill K1SE went SK on May 11. 

Rob, K6RB:    ϥ ɲnished moving from Santa Cruz to San Diego County (525 miles south). The hard-

Picture courtesy of DXNews 

(Continued on next page) 
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est part was removing/disassembling my Yagis and 

removing my tower. They were all put on a 22-foot 

ɳatbed truck, driven by me, and donated to W6YX 

Stanford Radio Club. Then ϥ drove the empty truck 

back to Santa Cruz. ϥ think ϥ missed my calling as a 

long-haul truck driver! 

So, now, we (me, Debra and Sheba) are in a new 2 

BR/2BA apartment in San Carlos. We are on the 

2nd ɳoor of a 4-ɳoor building. My two balconies face 

S, SE, SW and are blocked by the building to N, NE 

and NW. SoɎϥ have a pipeline to Antarctic. 

Nevertheless, ϥ am making QSOs with my K3 and 

YCWA antenna (see photos). When my SO2R/QRO 

withdrawal symptoms hit, ϥ am only 7.5 miles from 

N5ZOɅs QTH. He graciously hosted me on Wednesday 

(4/24) for the 1900 and 0300 CWT sessions. 

We will be here probably until early July while we wait 

to sell the Santa Cruz house and buy one down here, 

somewhere. On Wednesday mornings, after the 1300 

session, a bunch of locals get together for breakfast. 

Last Wednesday ϥ joined about 7 or 8 of them at 

Beach Break Café in Oceanside. ϥt was a nice way to 

meet and greet my new neighbors and potential 

QRM sources. 

Keep an ear out for a puny K6RB signal unless ϥɅm at 

MarkoɅs QTH, again, soon. Otherwise, you are most 

likely working a 100-watt station, using a YCWA an-

tenna, and signiɲcantly blocked in every direction ex-

cept Tijuana. 

 

John, K3MD:     ϥ have been very busy with planning 

the Susquehanna Valley Radio Club Field Day, writing for the National Contest Journal and the FRC 

Newsletter, ragchewing on 7030 and 3530, restoring antique ham gear (currently working on a 

KWM-2A), entering around 110 contests a year, supervising the installation of a new furnace, get-

ting ready to operate ϥARU from my property in New England as usual, moving old equipment on 

eBay, repairing 5-tube 1950's AM tube radios, giving talks on contesting to local radio clubs, going 

to my younger daughter's graduation from graduate school, going to Dayton, surviving extensive 

sinus surgery and bilateral myringotomies, and the like. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

(Continued from previous page) 
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Hank, W6SX:   W6SX Anten-

na Report.  

ϥt has been a super winter. 

Lots and lots of snow, 

which is one of the reasons 

ϥ live in Mammoth Lakes. 

But, also ferocious winds 

did a number on my invert-

ed-V fan legs. 

ϥɅve made temporary re-

pairs and am limping along 

until ϥ can ɲx things proper-

ly when the snow melts, 

probably not until late June. 

ϥn the meantime, thank 

goodness for sixty-ɲve-year

-old Matchboxes that can 

tune just about anything.  

Ed, W2LCQ:     After 9 months QRT while my apartment building facade was being inspected and 

repaired, ϥɅm now QRV and eager to get back in the CWTs! 

Mike, K4RUM:   ϥ have been upgrading my station over the last 11 months.  Last May, my 

KPA1500 arrived (my ɲrst amp in several years).  ϥ swapped out my long-serving 756 Pro ϥϥϥ for a 

new K3S in December, and in 

April ϥ replaced my 6-BTV with 

a new AV-18HT vertical.  The 

AV-18HT really smokes on the 

low bands. 

Glenn, VE3GNA:   After a near-

ly four-year hiatus from ham 

radio, ϥ ɲnally have one of  

the key pieces in place for a 

return. While ϥ have been op-

erating for several months 

with a temporary setup, my 48

-foot DMX tower is now ɲrmly 

in place. ϥt hosts a pair of multi 

band inverted vees, one 

for 160 and 80 and a second 

for 40, 30 and 20.  

Early reports on 80 have 

Winter antenna damage at W6SX 

The VE3GNA  tower:  Here it is prior to having the wires attached. The 

ropes are in place but no wires. 
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been encouraging while noting 

at least one S-unit increase in 

strength over the temporary 

setup, which was only around 

35 feet high. ϥ had originally in-

tended on using the tower to 

host a tribander but that 

idea has been shelved. ϥ now 

plan on using a secondary tow-

er behind the garage for that 

purpose, but that is a ways-

away yet. To place the beam on 

the higher tower would require 

the use of a 90-foot crane, the 

cost of which is beyond my 

means as a senior on pension. 

See picture (right): ϥn the fore-

ground is my fan vee for 20, 30 

and 40 while behind are the 80 and 160 M wires. ϥ am able to get 1:1 SWR on both 30 and 40 me-

ters and just above 1.2:1 on 20 with the fan arrangement.  

80 is also 1.1:1 but 160 has some issues due to tree branches so it is high enough so as to reduce 

my output to under 50 watts. ϥ fear ϥ will have to 

make the west end of the wire into a dogleg or two 

to avoid the tree.  

 

Tom, KV8Q:   Years ago, ϥ had the towers and the 

beams - 3 element 40 meter Yagi, 400' extended 

ZEPP for 80 meters, 5 element tribander, etc.  And, 

yes, it was fun. Then, ϥ moved and put up a GAP 

vertical for 20, 15, and 10 meters and a trap dipole 

for 40 and 80.  ϥ still had fun.  Another move and ϥ 

ended up with a G5RV @ 45' for 80 through 15, a 

GAP vertical for 20, 15, and 10 meters and a short-

ened 160 meter vertical.  With that setup, ϥ began 

operating SO2R and still had fun (and even got 

pretty good at SO2R).   

Then the big, ɲnal downsize to a condo.  Now the 

antennas are an MFJ Mag Loop (right) for 15 thru 

40 meters and a ϥsotron for 80 meters (next 

page).  These two antennas are mounted in the 

attic about 12' above the garage ɳoor.  They are 

(Continued on next page) 
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about 6 feet apart.  No chance of running SO2R any-

more so ϥ just plug away with the TenTec Eagle 

pushing out 100 watts.   

Am ϥ still having fun?  You betcha!  ϥ just enjoy what ϥ 

have and make the best of it. 

 

Roger, G3LDϥ:   The Norfolk ARC was at Marconi 

day on Saturday and we managed 170 Qs. The 

weather was horrendous, blowing a gale all day, 

freezing cold, but you cannot hold keen CW Ops 

down for long!  

Radio hams at the Caister Lifeboat Visitor Centre in 

Norfolk managed to contact 164 other radio ama-

teurs in 36 diϜerent countries on Saturday 27th 

April 2019 when they took part in the annual ϥnternational Marconi Day to mark the inventor's 

birthday. 

 

Using the call GB0CMS and a mixture of Morse code and telephony (speech), contacts were made 

with other radio amateurs across the UK, Europe and the USA. 

 

Notable contacts were with other special Marconi stations in the UK and across the Atlantic. 

These included stations in Brean Down, Somerset (where Marconi did some of his early experi-

ments) and the Marconi Radio Club in Newfoundland, where signals were ɲrst heard across the 

Atlantic from Poldhu. 

 

The Caister station also managed to contact other radio amateurs in New Hampshire, Connecti-

cut, Maryland, Georgia, Alabama, West Virginia, Tennessee and Massachusetts. 

 

The Norfolk Amateur Radio Club (NARC) ran the all-day special event station at Caister Lifeboat to 

commemorate the village's original Marconi Wireless Station, which was established at Caister in 

1900. The station was in a house in the High Street known as Pretoria Villa and its original pur-

pose was to communicate with ships in the North Sea and the Cross Sands lightship. 

 

On Saturday, the closest to Guglielmo Marconi's birthday, stations around the world are set up at 

sites with historical links to the inventor's work. These include Poldhu in England; Cape Cod Mas-

sachusetts; Glace Bay, Nova Scotia; Villa GriϜone, Bologna, ϥtaly and many others. 

 

Visitors to the station including many other local radio amateurs and members of the public. 

 

NARC public relation oʛcer Steve Nichols G0KYA, who organized the event, said: ɈGale force 

winds made putting up the antennas diʛcult, and poor solar conditions meant the bands were-

n't in the best of shape. However, we are pretty good at improvising and we soon had two sta-

(Continued on next page) 

(Continued from previous page) 

The KV8Q 80m ϥsotron 



 

Solid Copy May 2019 Page 8         Back to Table of Contents 

(Continued on next page) 

(Continued from previous page) 

tions on the air, even if one antenna did look like a bent banana! We then set to and worked as 

many stations as we could, ɲnally breaking down the stations at about 4:45pm before the worst 

of the rain hit. 

Our thanks go to Caister Lifeboat for letting us set up the stationɉ. 

 

Peter GM0EUL (G0EUL/P):     As ϥ write this, we are on holiday in Tideswell, Derbyshire, near 

where my wife comes from.  We are here with her two sisters in memory of their father who died 

last year at the age of 99, and to scatter his ashes over Curbar Edge. ϥ've ɲtted in some radioing 

between various holiday activities and it's been fun.   

ϥ made a couple of extra items for my QRP bag for the trip.  The ɲrst is a QRP PSU with two 

switchable outputs, one gives 250 mA constant current for charging my NiMH battery pack and 

the other is 16 V constant voltage for running my two QCXs oϜ the mains at maximum power 

(almost 4 watts!).  The second is an ultra-portable ATU.  You can see it in the pictures, it's a pi-

match built into an Altoids tin with a patch-lead to vary inductance and either a set of plug-in ca-

pacitors or an optional variable capacitance module. 

(Left to right) Donard de Coogan (M0KRK), Mui Tsun (M0MUϥ), Mark Ribbands (M0UMG) and Roger Cooke 

(G3LDϥ) of Norfolk Amateur Radio Club operating Morse code at Caister Lifeboat 
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ϥ have operated in the QCX Chal-

lenge and one CWT as well as a 

few casual QSOs.  All done with 

paddle and paper logging, great 

retro fun and thanks to all who 

dug me out and persevered with 

my weak signal and unfamiliar 

call sign to get the contact. 

So far, with 2 watts to an EFHW 

thrown over a tree, from central 

England ϥ've worked: Switzer-

land, France, Germany x2, Spain, 

Russia x2, Bulgaria, Lithuania, 

Ukraine, Croatia, Sweden x2.   

This minimalist back-garden op-

erating is fun and addictive.  Eve-

rything except my ear buds and 

Palm Pico paddle is home made 

so it's extra satisfying. 
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160m Mobile Contesting 

Mike Smith VE9AA 

ϥ have tried 160m mobile before a few times, par-

tially inspired by this photo (right) of W1BBɅs set-

up in 73 Magazine back in the 1970Ʌs: 

ϥ remember seeing this picture when ϥ was a kid 

and many years later (early 1990Ʌs) ϥ was QRV for 

a brief period on 160m/M using a modiɲed Web-

ster BandSpanner antenna, a Yaesu FT-101E and 

my trusty/crusty 1980Ʌs Ford Escort Station Wag-

on.  ϥ worked around 30 countries on Topband 

with that setup.  Sadly, ϥ canɅt ɲnd any pictures of 

it, though ϥ am sure ϥ mustɅve taken one (pre digi-

tal camera era). 

Fast forward the clock about 25 years and always 

looking for a new challenge, ϥ decided once again 

to enter the Stew Perry TopBand Distance Chal-

lenge as a mobile with my largest mobile antenna 

to date.  ϥ had won the category twice in the past 

and was going for the trifecta.  To insure there 

was a plaque ϥ sponsored one myself early 

enough that others knew this was a category and 

ϥ got the word out.  ϥ exchanged many emails with 

a G station who was going up against me.  A nice 

fellow, G0URR was going to gear up and give it a go!  ϥ had competition.  The plaque ϥ sponsored 

stated the competitors need not sign the cumbersome Ɉ/Mɉ* so ϥ donɅt know yet if anyone else 

entered that category with us or not. 

This year ϥ decided ϥ would modify my fabulous SA-680S Scorpion Antenna for 160m use and en-

ter two Topband contests mobile with my 2009 MϥNϥ COOPER.  The ARRL 160 would be the warm 

up & test prior to the Big Stew. 

Weather being what it is here in NB conspired against me a little and just after ARRL 160, ϥ lost 

both of the motors in my raise/lower mechanism on the antenna. (this is not a Scorpion prod-

uctɎthe Scorpion antenna itself never missed a beat). ϥ think water froze in them and when ϥ 

next operated them to raise/lower the antenna, ended up chewing up all the nylon gears in their 

little motors. 

For the ARRL 160, ϥ had intended to put in more than an hour, but family life got in the way and ϥ 

was actual mobile-in-motion for some of the QSOs. ϥ put in just one hour over 4 x 15-minute 

(Continued on next page) 
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stints. Using ɈVE9AA/Mɉ was a train wreck, 

so hence my specs for the Stew Perry 

plaque.  ϥ did hear some EU and actually 

worked N0Nϥ and WA1T (in Florida) for 2 of 

my best QSOs.  With only 1 hour on the air 

and 50 Qs ϥ felt overly conɲdent ϥɅd surely 

make hundreds in the Stew Perry. Boy was ϥ 

wrong. 

ϥ ended up only modifying the Scorpion an-

tenna very slightly for the ARRL 160, adding 

3 long wires oϜ the Tophat and connecting 

them down to 3 ɄcornersɅ of the car with 

40lb test ɲshing line.  ϥ enhanced the photo 

(top, right) slightly so you can see the wires. 

My 15m VDA is in the background.  Sadly, ϥ 

lost this array in December to winter ice and 

tremendous wind up here on the ridge. 

For the Stew Perry ϥ thought ϥ would up my 

game and make the main shaft of the verti-

cal electrically fatter and add even more toploading wires.  The original picture is hard to see all 

the wires, but ϥ took an older (summer) photo (bottom, right) and used Windows paint to simu-

late what ϥ did.  Note (photo, page 1) the antenna leanɎϥ installed only 1 replacement motor to 

raise/lower the antenna and it was not an exact ɲt, hence the angle. 

The weather turned very cold just be-

fore the big Stew, and ϥ couldnɅt drive 

to/from work every day like this (easily, 

anyways, but ϥ did drive it 10kms to the 

gas station and back to meet the reqɅs 

of the plaque), so ϥ chose to (re)build it 

just before the contest.  Whether it was 

my (ahem) ɄimprovedɅ design, or just 

poor conditions or both ϥ struggled for 

about 7 hours to make 136 Qs. ϥ had 

hoped making the antenna ɄfatterɅ 

would mean less up/down with the 

ScorpionɅs motor to ɲnd a good SWR, 

but by the time 7 hours was up, ϥ was 

fatigued having to retune every 10kcs 

for an acceptable SWR. ϥ just couldnɅt 

ɲnd a good SWR many times and even 

ended up using a little MFJ 100w tuner 

in the car where ϥ ran a FT-857D and 

(Continued on next page) 

(Continued from previous page) 
















































