
June 2011 Solid Copy 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

CWops Events 
On-Air Monthly CWT 

Next: 8,11, 22 June 2011 

Start time: 

1300Z Asia/VK/ZL region 

1900Z Europe Region 

0300Z (12,26 May) NA region 

1-hour each region 

Exchange name/number (members) 

Exchange name/SPC (non-members) 

 

CWops ñneighborhoodò 

Look for CWops on 1.818, 3.528, 7.028, 10.118, 

14.028, 18.078, 21.028, 24.908, 28.028, 50.098 

 

CWops ñHappy Hourò 
1900 local, every day, on or near the ñneighborhoodò 

frequencies ï just call ñCQò or answer someone else. 

 

CWops Officers and Director 
Officers 

President: Pete Chamalian, W1RM 

Vice President: Art Suberbielle, KZ5D 

Secretary: Jim Talens, N3JT 

Treasurer: Craig Thompson, K9CT 

Directors:  

Bert Donn, G3XSN 

Shin Onisawa, JA1NUT 

Vidi La Grange, ZS1EL 

 

Webmaster: John Miller, K6MM 

Publisher: Rob Brownstein, K6RB 

 

 

From the presidenté 

Well, the antenna work 

that I spoke of last month 

is pretty much done.  My 

new WARC band antenna 

is performing quite well 

and I enjoyed a nice run of 

JA and other Asians one 

morning in May.  Yet to be addressed is 

what to do for 160 as the Double-L antenna 

that I had gets in the way of the side-

mounted WARC antenna and had to come 

down. 

Washington Event 

This was a great weekend with the CW 

operators on May 6-8.  By all reports, 

everyone had a terrif ic time.  The location 

for next yearôs event is under discussion so 

stay tuned for that.  You can see some 

photos of the attendees elsewhere in this 

issue. 

Dayton and the CW OPEN 

From the initial comments Iôve heard, there 

were a lot of visitors at the CWops booth 

and a great deal of excitement about the CW 

Open and the forthcoming CW CD that 

KR3E is working on.  The team is busily 

working on administrative items such as a 

Webpage where logs can be uploaded, 

software to address adjudication of the logs, 

and the like.  We are also actively talking 

with logging software producers about 

adding the CW Open as a new one. 
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As of this weekend, there is a new version of N1MM logger in testing for the CWO ï hopefully 

it will be released in the next few weeks.  Many thanks to K3CT for working on this one! 

CW Academy 

Elsewhere in this issue youôll find an update from Jay, W5JQ, and Rob, K6RB, on the progress 

being made with the CW Academy, Website, and so on. 

Prospective Members 

At Dayton, there were quite a few expressing interest in membership.  Of course, any new 

member must go through the process of being nominated and having 4 sponsors.  Candidates 

may be seeking your support, so if you have worked the candidate two or more times in the last 

year, and you feel they qualify, please take a minute and sponsor them.  Please also check the 

status page in the Members Only section to see if someone else has already nominated them.  If 

so, you can add your support with a sponsorship. 

CWT on the Weekends 

There has been enough interest in having the CWT occur on some weekends (Saturday), that we 

are in the final stages of putting that together.  The Saturday CWT would be in addition to the 

regularly scheduled 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Wednesday of the month.   

The dates for the Saturday run are: June 11, July 16, Sept 3, Nov 12, Dec 10 in 2011 and, Jan 7, 

and March 10 in 2012. These are identical to the Wednesday night sessions (same times, same 

exchange, same scoring, 3830 reporting). 

See you on the bands!    

Pete, W1RM 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CW Academy Update 

 

There was incredible interest in CW Academy at Dayton last month. People wanted to know 

what they had to do to sign up, right then. The fact is, we are still a work in progress. John, 

K6MM, our Webmaster is preparing the Webpage we are going to use to sign up advisors and 

those who want to improve their CW skills. 

 

Once we have a database of volunteer advisors and interested advisees, we are going to match up 

advisors and students. There will be a separate reflector for CW Academy to allow all 
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participants to stay in touch via Internet, but the focus will be getting advisors and advisees on 

the sub-bands of 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 (xx.050 to .070) to do what is really important ï operate 

CW on the air. We envision the emergence of a novice-band-like sub-band with a key difference. 

It will be global, not just a US endeavor. Those of us who remember the mid-1950s to mid-1960s 

can recall three HF novice bands (80, 40 and 15) where activity spiked based on continental US 

local times. So, for example, the 40 meter sub-band was most active during dusk and darkness 

hours, as was 80m, and 15 m was the daylight band. So, during darkness hours in the US, there 

was essentially no novice band activity in, say, Asia. We hope that will be different, this time. 

Our ultimate goal is to see those CWA sub-bands active 24/7 somewhere in the world. 

 

This will only happen if we get advisors and advisees in all three ITU regions. It will also afford 

advisees in all three regions an opportunity to work DX at a moderate rate and to have real rag-

chew type QSOs. For example, on the West Coast, if you operate 40 m before sun up, you find a 

reasonable amount of JAs and other Pacific stations with readily ñcopyò-able signals. We are 

hoping this happens on the CWA sub-bands, too. 

 

The most important thing is that people really do improve their CW operating ability and CW 

skills, and that they enjoy and spread the word about the fun of using this mode of ham radio. 

 

If you are interested in becoming an advisor, we will post something on the reflector and in 

subsequent Solid Copy issues letting you know where to go on the Website to sign up. 

Meanwhile, donôt hesitate to get on the sub-bands, now, and look for stations that are operating 

at slow to moderate speeds. Crank down the keyer, give óem a call, and begin teaching by 

example how experienced CW operators operate. 

 

Jay, W5JQ CW Academy manager 

Rob, K6RB CW Academy assistant manager 

 

The CW OPEN Update 

Last month we told you what was planned ï a new contest on August 20 and 21 made up of three 

separately scored and awarded sessions (1200-1600Z, 2000-2400Z and 0400-0800Z). In Dayton, 

we had 500 ñCW OPEN is comingéò buttons with dates and URL for information on them. We 

gave out near 300 of them!  

People asked a lot of questions, and in most cases, we had answers. One persistent question we 

heard was ñwhich logging software will support CW OPEN?ò When we left for Dayton, we had 

only tentative commitments. Since, then, we have solid commitments from N1MM and 

WriteLog, first draft modules for GenLog, a definite commitment from CQ/X, and each week, 
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the list is growing. There is also likely to be at least one module for a logging program for 

Macintosh computers, too. 

A lot of serious radio-sport aficionados came by, listened to the rules and so on, and said it 

sounded like a great concept. Our plan is to get the word out to ham radio media in all parts of 

the world, and to send information directly to contest clubs, worldwide, too. Those members who 

are already in contest clubs, such as NCCC, YCCC, PVRC, SMC, FCG, and so on, please be our 

ambassadors and make sure your fellow members know about CW OPEN and plan to take part. 

Remember, there is a team competition, too, where teams of up to 10 hams without geographic 

restriction, can sign up and compete with one another. Hereôs a chance for hot shots in contest 

clubs to pull together other hot shots and make things even more interesting. 

The success of CW OPEN is going to depend upon activity. The more people who are in there, 

the more exciting it becomes for everyone. In this weekendôs CQ WPX CW event, things got off 

to a blazing start but you could hear things cool off a bit once most of the prefixes were worked 

and people were just trolling for points. In CW OPEN, remember, the multipliers are new call 

signs ï not just prefixes. So, though there are only 26 stations, say, with the prefix NW6x, in 

WPX once you work NW6H, youôre done with NW6 multipliers. In CW OPEN, if you work all 

26 NW6x calls, you end up with 26 multipliers! So, the excitement is that every call, regardless 

of where that station is located, is a multiplier once in each contest session. 

The other thing that is unique about CW OPEN is that unlike CQ WW CW where once youôve 

worked someone 6 times on 6 bands, they are out of play, in CW OPEN you could conceivable 

work someone 18 times over the course of those three sessions. Activity could remain really 

heated so long as there are enough participants to keep things rolling. So, thatôs why we say that 

the ultimate success is going to depend on activity. 

Keep in mind, also, that someone with a QRP or 100 watt transceiver and a single-band antenna 

could do really well in this contest. Virtually everyone you work on that band is both a point and 

a multiplier. So, if at the end of four hours you worked, say, 200 Qs, your score would be 40,000 

points (e.g. 200 x 200). A big-gun station who worked 400 Qs on all 6 bands, and had 100 unique 

call signs would also have 40,000 points, even though he doubled your QSO points. So, this is as 

close as it gets to a level playing field, folks. 

Alan, AD6E contest manager 

Rob, K6RB assistant contest manager  
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From the VP/Activities Chairmané 

 

Here are the ACA and CMA totals for May 2011: 

Call ACA CMA 

W4AU 349 712 

KZ5D* 346 1505 

N5RR 338 1487 

DJ1OJ* 264 867 

W1RM* 263 1191 

W6KY* 247 854 

W5ZR* 246 1133 

W1UU* 234 643 

EA8AY 221 571 

N2UU* 217 787 

K6RB* 208 940 

EA1WX* 207 619 

V31JP* 200 318 

DL8PG* 182 306 

KR3E* 175 636 

W4PM* 173 1281 

N1ZX 172 220 

K2VCO* 154 462 

VE3KI* 144 477 

W6RKC 118 521 

W4BQF 106 340 

N5TM 90 215 

K4GM* 84 543 
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N3JT 77 650 

VU2PTT 66 207 

N3AM 63 778 

K6DGW* 60 401 

W1UJ 52  

AD1C 51 377 

W2LK 36 406 

OK1RR 2 282 

HB9CVQ  479 

 

Art, KZ5D, VP/Activities Chairman 

From the Editoré 

Iôve been saying for years that I would get to Dayton, sometime. And, this was 

the year. I had no excuses for the first 35 years of my ham-radio soujourn, but 

my sonôs birthday is May 19, and for the last 18 years, that has been an 

impediment. But, heôs 18, now, so I figured I could finally get away without 

creating a whole mess of psychological ripples. I asked him if he wanted to 

go, and he said, ñno, thanks.ò I knew he would. So, off I went. 

 

Getting from California to Dayton is not a slam-dunk effort. You have to fly somewhere that has 

a direct flight to Daytonéand, trust me, there are not very many such places. Chicago is one; 

Denver is another. So, I flew from San Jose to Denver, and then from Denver to Dayton on that 

Thursday. I had a feeling things were not going to go very smoothly. And, I was right. My flight 

to Denver was on United; and to Dayton, on Frontier. SoéUnited could not give me a boarding 

pass for the Dayton flight. The nice lady said ñyouôll get your seat assignment in Denver.ò Right! 

 

So, I get to Denver and the lady at the Frontier gate counter says ñweôre overbooked.ò Uh huh. 

Okay, so now it looks like Iôm stuck in Denver. Only, she says she has a volunteer who is willing 

to give up his seat and fly on a later flight. Cool. So, I get a seat, after all. And, I get to Dayton. 

The car rental was no real problem, and I arrived at Crowne Plaza just shy of 5 PM, as expected. 

Almost immediately, my cell phone rings and its Jim, N3JT, checking in to see if I was going to 

make it to the impromptu dinner at the Spaghetti Factory. Did someone say ñspaghetti?ò Iôm 

there! So, we meet downstairs in the lobby around 6 PM and head off to the restaurant just down 
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the street. The food was good; the prices were reasonable; but by the time the dessert and coffee 

arrived, I was nodding out. I had been up since 3 AM. 

 

So, we walked back to the Crowne, said our ñgoodnights,ò and I headed for my room. Only, my 

key card does not open the door. Back down to the desk, they program a new one, and I head up, 

again. This time it works. The bed looks inviting. My roommate, W1JR, isnôt back yet, so I hit 

the sack and hope for the best. I never heard him come in, and the next morning, I awoke around 

6:45 AM, and made it upstairs with W1JR for our complimentary breakfast and back down to the 

lobby to meet Jim, N3JT, and Don, N1DG, for a ride to Hara Arena. I didnôt realize how far 

away from downtown Dayton the arena was. Itôs a good 15 to 20 minute ride. Quite frankly, to 

those who have never been to Dayton Hamvention, Hara Arena is away from virtually 

everything. If you book a motel near Hara, you are probably going to be hitting the sack around 8 

PM because there ainôt nothing to do, there. 

 

Fortunately, we were staying at the Crowne, and Jim and I arranged to meet for dinner. We were 

poised to go to the Spaghetti Factory, again, but instead, because of a hotel screwup, Jim was 

ñcompôdò with two free dinners. So, we went upstairs to the 12
th
 floor, and ate dinner on the 

house. It was good, we were full, and it was around 10 PM when I got back to my room. Again, 

Joe (W1JR) was not yet back, so I had a chance to hit the sack, and, again, I never heard him 

come in. 

 

The one problem we had that first day on the show floor was the ñCW OPEN is comingéò 

buttons, which I had shipped directly to Crowne, were not there when I arrived Thursday 

evening. They looked and looked and said, ñnope, never came.ò I checked with the vendor who 

said ñUPS shows they were delivered on Tuesday afternoon.ò So, that Friday, I had no buttons to 

display. But, Friday night, before dinner, I checked with them, again. This time, a young lady 

asked me ñwhat was in the box?ò ñOh,ò I said, ñbuttons like this one (pointing to my CWops 

button). She said, ñI know where those are.ò She ran back inside the office and a few minutes 

later emerged with the box of buttons. Someone had opened the box on Tuesday, and the label 

was torn in half. So, when they were looking for them on Thursday night, no one noticed that the 

label was made out to me, and no one asked me what was in the box. 

 

So, Saturday we had a full box of buttons, and before the session closed, at 5 PM, we had given 

out more than half of them. When I wasnôt doing ñbooth dutyò I was checking out the other 

booths and the flea market. Man, that show is really spread out. I had a chance to visit Begaliôs 

booth, FlexRadio, Elecraft, and others of interest. But, by 5 PM, my feet were really starting to 

throb, so I sat and waited for my ride back to town. 
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Saturday night, a bunch of us went out to a BBQ place for a nice, friendly CWops dinner. 

Afterward, it was back to the Crowne and 10 PM sack time, again. On Sunday, we got up late 

(Joe and I) and headed upstairs to do one last complimentary breakfast. Then, it was pack and 

head for Dayton airport. There were no screwups on the way home except for a real bumpy ride 

out of Dayton back to Denver. I think we caught some of the unstable air that was spawning that 

tornado in Joplin. 

 

So, now I can say Iôve ñdone Dayton.ò The show was interesting and it was great hanging out 

with some fantastic CWops members. I am planning to go, again, next year and do my thing to 

promote CW and CWops. 

 

 

CW Enthusiastôs Weekend Photos 

(photos courtesy of Pete, W1RM) 

 

 

 

W1UU, KC4D, W4PRO, N4XR in N3JT's dining room 
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N3RS, K6RB 
 

 

N1DG, N2UU, W4PM 
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N4PD, K2XX 

 

N3JT 
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W4ZYT, N3AM, W4PRO, KC4D, WA2BCK, K3XA 

 

W3LPL, W3LPL XYL, K2VUI XYL, K2VUI, W4PM 
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AA3B, W1UU, W1UU XYL, N2ATB XYL, N2ATB, N3RS 

 

W4ZYT, W4PRO, KC4D, WA2BCK, K3XA, K2XX, K6RB 
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N1DG talks about the VP8ORK DXpedition 

 

N3JT presents N3RS the 2011 FOC Marathon  
trophy for the highest overall score. 
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W3MC (photo: K6RB) 

 

N2UU and W1RM (photo: K6RB) 
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Dayton Hamvention Photos 

(courtesy: K6RB) 

 

L to R: N1DG, BD5RV, N3JT, N5RR, K6RB, WW9R, K0VBU and K6MM 

 

 

CWops numbers 1, 2 and 3 


